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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1957 


Area  of  District  ..  ..  . . ..  ••  ..15, 

Rateable  value  (1.4. ’57)  .. 

Estimated  net  product  of  Id.  rate  (1957-58) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1956) 

Number  of  Council-owned  houses  (31. 12. ’57) 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1957 
Population  (Estimated  mid  1957) 

Census  population,  1951 

(21,242  males  : 21,461  females)  

Census  population,  1931 

(22,723  males  : 21,187  females)  

Number  of  live  births  (1957) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Number  of  illegitimate  births 
Number  of  stillbirths 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Number  of  deaths  (1957)  . . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
1 year  of  age) 

Infant  mortality  rate  . . . . 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1957) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  pulmonary 

tuberculosis  . . . • • • • • • • 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  (1957)  . . 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  cancel  of  the 
lungs  and  bronchi 

Death  from  cancer  - all  forms  . . ■ • • • 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  for  1957  due  to  cancel  of  the 
lungs  and  bronchi 

Percentage  of  the  total  deaths  for  1957  due  to  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 


907  acres 
£352,209 
£1,315 
12,587 
3,533 
95 
40,610 

42,703 

43,910 

593 

14-6 

17 

17 

0-42 

475 

1T7 

21 

35-4 

2 

0-05 

10 

0-25 

80 

2- 1 % 


0-43% 


Year 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


Births 

744 

740 

743 

697 

699 

683 

628 

563 

571 

593 


Deaths 

478 

531 

510 

568 

507 

466 

480 

510 

543 

475 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors : 

Chairman:  W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m.,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  j.p. 


Wards: 

Garndijfaith : 

Abersychan: 

I.  H.  Tucker 

W.  Higgs 

J.  W.  Morris 

D.  T.  Gullick 

G.  Miles 

Miss  D.  Webb 

Snatchwood: 

Wainfelin: 

C.  H.  Newman 

G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 

E.  H.  Parker 

J.  E.  Butcher 

R.  K.  Telfer 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Hill 

Pontypool: 

Pontymoile: 

W.  G.  Hillier 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser 
J.  S.  Jones 
J.  H.  Evans 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  j.p. 

W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m 

Griffithstown: 
L.  Lewis 

New  Inn  and  Sebastopol: 
A.  C.  Jones 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Lowe 

L.  C.  Lewis 

C.  J.  Irving 

H.  Bullimore 

Council  Meeting — Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

The  Committee  is  a major  one  comprising  all  members  of 

the  Council. 


Chairman:  Councillor  C.  H.  Newman 

Public  Health  Committee  Meeting: 

Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.), 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.), 

d.p.h.  (Wales). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  J.  M.  Williams,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Appointed  l/2/’57). 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.l,  a.m.i.s.e., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  J.  M.  Jones,  cert,  r.s.i. 
District  Public  Health  Inspector  K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  a. r.s.i., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 

Clerk  to  the  Department  ..  Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 

All  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  qualified 
Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  foods. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  possesses  the 
Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  of  the  Council 
Deputy  Clerk 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor . . 
Architect 

Parks  Superintendent 

Housing  Manager 

Public  Librarian 


H.  Cook  (Solicitor) 

A.  N.  Haymond,  Esq. 

T.  R.  James,  Esq. 

W.  Brown,  a.m.i.mun.e., 

A.M.I.C.E. 

F.  Newton,  a.m.i.mun.e., 

A.M.I.C.E. 

C.  Dawkes,  l.r.i.b.a. 

W.  R.  Dadge,  f.inst.p.a., 

M.INST.  B.C.A. 

J.  H.  Walker,  f.inst.  hsg., 

A. R.S.I. 

M.  J.  Davies,  Esq. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PONTYPOOL 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1957 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  attention  the  Annual  Public  Health 
Report  for  the  year  1957  concerning  public  health  matters  apper- 
taining to  your  District. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  as  required  by  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  and  1951,  and 
directed  in  Circular  1/1958  (Wales)  dated  13th  January,  1958.  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

General  Comment 

The  year  1957  may  be  considered  as  a satisfactory  one  for  this 
district  from  the  public  health  aspect.  The  formal  notifications 
received  in  respect  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the  year  referred 
mostly  to  measles,  scarlet  fever  and  whooping  cough  and  were  not 
excessive  in  number.  There  were  three  notifications  of  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  affecting  males  aged  3 years,  10  years  and  23  years. 
Unfortunately,  the  child  aged  10  years  had  a severe  illness  and 
succumbed.  There  was  no  apparent  connection  between  these 
cases,  and  all  occurred  at  widely  spaced  intervals  of  time  during 
the  Summer.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  preventive  inoculation  will,  in 
due  course,  prove  as  effective  against  this  disease  as  it  has  done 
against  diphtheria,  which  up  to  a relatively  short  time  ago,  was  a 
major  cause  of  severe  illness  and  many  deaths  in  children  and  young 
people.  Incidentally,  this  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  for  which  no 
notification  of  diphtheria  has  been  received  for  your  district. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  continuing  fall  in  tuberculosis  notific- 
ations foi  the  district  and  also  the  diminishing  number  of  deaths 
assigned  to  this  cause.  The  figures  for  new  notifications  and  deaths 
II  om  tuberculosis  for  the  year  for  this  district  are  the  lowest  on 
record.  These  figures  continue  to  fall  for  the  country  as  a whole 
but  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  assume  tha  tthe  problem  of  tuberculosis 
has  been  wholly  surmounted.  It  simply  means  that  if  incidence 
hgures  are  to  be  further  appreciably  lowered  an  all-out  effort  must 
continue  to  be  made  to  eradicate  the  remaining  reservoirs  of  in- 
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fection  by  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  those  unsuspected 
cases  of  open  tuberculosis  still  remaining  in  the  community  who 
now  constitute  the  main  infection  pool. 


A disturbing  feature  in  recent  years  is  the  very  definite  increase 
in  the  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  especially 
in  males.  The  statistical  evidence  collected  both  at  home  and  abroad 
shows  a definite  association  between  the  occurrence  of  this  condition 
and  heavy  smoking  (especially  cigarettes)  over  a period  of  years. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  other  factors  are  also  involved  in  the 
causation  of  this  condition  and  the  most  obvious  one  is  heavy 
atmospheric  pollution  from  smoke,  etc.,  emitted  from  coal  fires  in 
factory  furnaces  and  domestic  grates  in  urban  areas.  Cancer  of  the 
lung  is  more  common  in  the  urban  dweller  than  in  the  country 
dweller.  Heavy  atmospheric  pollution  from  coal  smoke  is  a danger- 
ous lung  irritant  and  leads  to  chest  complaints,  the  commonest  of 
which  is  chronic  bronchitis  with  its  trail  of  invalidism  and  inevitable 
shortening  of  human  life.  Vigorous  action  under  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956  by  Local  Authorities  should  vastly  improve  conditions  in  this 
direction.  The  best  advice  which  can  be  offered  on  the  question  of 
tobacco  smoking  to  young  people  is  not  to  begin  smoking  in  the  first 
place  and  thus  avoid  the  danger  of  establishing  a habit  which  may  prove 
very  difficult  to  discard.  To  those  who  are  already  confirmed  smokers 
in  whom  the  habit  is  long  established  the  advice  is  that  it  is  never 
too  late  to  cease  completely  and  gain  benefit  to  health.  For  those 
who  cannot  see  their  way  to  abstain  completely  the  advice  is  to  cut 
down  consumption  to  a minimum  and  smoke  a pipe  in  piefeience  to 
cigarettes  We  cannot  get  away  from  the  fact  that  the  long  term 
results  of  treatment  for  cancer  of  the  lung,  even  when  the  condition 
is  discoveied  early,  are  very  discouraging. 


In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  this  district  was  visited 
by  an  influenza  epidemic  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  During 
the  first  two  weeks  of  September  reports  from  general  practitioners 
indicated  an  increase  in  influenza-like  illness  in  the  district  and 
during  the  week-ended  17th  September  this  was  confirmed  by  the 
statistics  of  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National 
Insurance  which  showed  a rise  in  excess  of  the  seasonal  normal  of 
weekly  new  claims  for  sickness  benefit.  The  peak  period  of  the 
epidemic  was  during  the  week  ended  1st  October  for  this  district 
which  was  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Wales  and  the  Noith  Western 
Regions  The  epidemic  continued  to  decline  during  the  next  six 
weeks  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  recurrence  at  the  close  ot  the 
vear.  During  the  epidemic  there  were  10  notifications  received  tor 
acute  influenzal  pneumonia  and  a small  number  of  deaths  were 
certified  as  due  to  this  cause.  In  general  the  incidence  among  school 
children  was  unusually  high  and  led  up  to  the  outbreak  in  the  adu 
population.  The  incidence  among  elderly  people  did  not  appear  to 
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be  high.  Recovery  was  usually  rapid  and  uneventful  but  a small 
proportion  were  less  fortunate  and  developed  serious  complications 
which  in  some  instances  resulted  in  death. 

Physical  Features 

The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  Eastern 
outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coalfields  and  occupies  an  area  of 
15,907  acres.  The  mining  areas  in  the  district  which  comprise  open 
cast  and  deep  coal  mining  are  away  from  the  centres  of  population 
generally. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178.7  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch.  in  the  Panteg  Parish.  The  altitude  at  the 
Town  Hall  is  431  feet  above  sea  level.  The  populated  portion  of  the 
Urban  District  is  mainly  contained  in  a narrow  valley. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  1957 
was  40,610.  The  census  population  for  1921  was  44,831  persons 
which  was  followed  by  a decrease  at  the  1931  census  to  43,910 
persons  (22,723  males  and  21,187  females)  and  by  a further  decrease 
at  the  1951  census  to  42,703  persons  (21,242  males  and  21,461 
females). 

The  main  heavy  industries  in  the  district  include  coal  mining 
(open  cast  and  deep  mining),  the  manufacture  of  steel  sheets,  raif- 
way  yards,  by-product  plant  and  glassmaking.  The  main  light 
industries  include  the  manufacture  of  nylon  yarn  and  the  making 
of  soft  toys. 

An  adequate  rail  and  road  transport  system  serves  the  town. 


Estimated  population  (mid-1957)  of  adjacent 
Urban  Districts  and  Municipal  Boroughs 


Abergavenny 
Abertillery  . . 
Blaenavon  . . 
Ebbw  Vale  . . 


MB.  8,980 
U.D.  26,580 
U.D.  9,230 
U.D.  28,356 
Tredegar  . . 


Abercarn 
Bedwellty  . . 
Cwmbran  . . 
Monmouth. . 
U.D.  20,210 


U.D. 

18,590 

U.D. 

28,000 

U.D. 

19,220 

M.B. 

5,710 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1950. 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Number  of 
live  births 

593 

571 

563 

628 

683 

699 

697 

743 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

40,610 

41,280 

41,660 

42,030 

42,320 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000 

population 

14  6 

13-8 

13-5 

14-8 

161 

16-5 

16-4 

17-3 

There  were  593  live  births  (318  males  and  275  females)  assigned 
to  this  district  for  1957  which  shows  an  increase  of  22  over  1956  and 
an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  from  13.8  to  14.6. 
There  were  17  of  these  (10  males  and  7 females)  illegitimate. 


The  natural  increase  for  the  year  (excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
was  118  as  compared  with  28  in  1956,  53  in  1955,  148  m 1954  and 
217  in  1953. 


The  stillbirths  allocated  to  the  district  for  the  year  numbered 
17  (7  males  and  10  females)  and  of  these  1 temale  was  illegitimate. 
The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population  for  the  year  was  0.42  as 
compared  with  0.51  for  the  County  of  Monmouthshire. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still) 
was  0.7  for  the  County  of  Monmouthshire.  There  were  no  deaths 
assigned  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion  foi  this  district. 

The  local  birth  rate  of  14.6  may  be  compared  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (16.1)  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied  by  the 
comparability  factor  of  1.03  supplied  by  the  General  Register 


Office. 
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TABLE  TI  Showing  the  birtns  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1957  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

26 

13 

39 

l 

February  . . 

11 

6 

17 

94 

March 

24 

14 

38 

J 

April 

16 

20 

36 

' 

May 

16 

20 

36 

- 107 

June 

23 

12 

35 

July 

35 

47 

82 

August 

51 

23 

74 

- 242 

September  . . 

49 

37 

86 

October 

13 

16 

29 

November  . . 

18 

14 

32 

■ 94 

December  . . 

21 

12 

33 

Totals 

303 

234 

537 

537 

Inward  transferable 
births 

15 

41 

f 

>6 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year  1957 

318 

275 

593 

Comparative  Birth  Rates  — 1957 


Pontypool  Urban  District 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 
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TABLE  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1950. 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Number  of 
deaths 

475 

543 

510 

480 

466 

507 

568 

510 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

40,610 

41,280 

41,660 

42,030 

42,320 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
population 

117 

13-2 

12-2 

11-4 

110 

12-0 

13-4 

| 11-9 

During  the  year  there  were  475  deaths  allocated  to  this  district 
which  comprised  264  males  and  211  females.  This  ligure  shows  a 
decrease  of  68  deaths  over  the  year  1956. 

The  distribution  of  these  475  deaths  as  to  sex  and  causes  is 


given  in  Table  V. 

There  were  2 deaths  assigned  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  the 
year  and  both  were  females.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  accounted 
for  0.43  % of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

All  forms  of  cancer  accounted  for  80  deaths  (43  males  and  37 
females)  and  represented  16.8%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 
Cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  claimed  10  deaths— all  males 
The  figure  for  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  in  1956  was  15 
(14  males  and  1 female).  The  figure  for  1957  represented  2.1%  of 
the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

The  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  accounted  for  248 
deaths  (126  males  and  122  females)  and  represented  52.2%  ot  the 
total  deaths  for  the  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during  the 

There  was  1 death  (male)  assigned  to  acute  poliomyelitis  duiing 
the  year  and  also  1 death  (female)  assigned  to  meningococcal 

infection. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  claimed  3 deaths  (1  male  and  2 females) 
during  the  year  and  all  other  accidents  claimed  8 (6  males  and  2 

females) 

There  were  8 suicidal  deaths  (4  males  and  4 females)  duiing  the 

^^The  local  death  rate  of  1 1.7  may  be  compared  with  that  of  1 1 .5 
for  England  and  Wales  if  the  local  rate  is  first  multiplied  by  1.11, 
which  is  the  comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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TABLE  IV  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1957  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence  together  with  inward  trans- 
ferable deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

25 

20 

45 

February 

13 

10 

23 

L 106 

March 

23 

15 

38 

■ 

April 

18 

17 

35 

May 

22 

18 

40 

- 108 

1 

June 

22 

11 

33 

) 

July 

15 

9 

24 

| 

August 

13 

12 

25 

76 

September 

11 

16 

27 

) 

October 

21 

22 

43 

) 

November  . . 

17 

17 

34 

1 

128 

December  . . 

33 

18 

51 

Totals 

233 

185 

418 

418 

Inward  transferable 
deaths  . . 

31 

26 

5' 

1 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year  1957 

264 

211 

475 

Pontypool  Urban  District 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 


11-7 

11-96 

11-5 
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TABLE  V Shewing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths,  births 

and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for  1957. 


Causes  of  death 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .. 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  .. 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  Ail  other  accidents  . . 

35.  Suicide  . . • • 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total  All  Causes 


Total  births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  births — Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


Comparability  factors  : 


Estimated  population  - mid  1957  = 40,610 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Births  Deaths 


1-03 


Ml 


Female 


15 

5 

10 

— 



6 

— 

7 

18 

19 

24 

37 

59 

30 

5 

5 

24 

43 

14 

7 

1 

8 

8 

7 

31 

6 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

29 

i9 

1 

2 

6 

2 

4 

4 

264 

211 

11 

1 

12 

9 

9 

318 

275 

308 

268 

10 

7 

7 

10 

7 

9 

1 

12 


TABLE  VI  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1957  in  quinquennial  age  groups  and 
by  sex. 


Age  last  birthday 

Males 

Femalds 

Total 

0-4 

13 

10 

23 

5-9 

— 

2 

2 

10-14 

1 

1 

2 

15-19 

2 

1 

3 

20-24 

— 

2 

2 

25-29 

— 

1 

1 

30-34 

1 

2 

3 

35-39 

2 

2 

4 

40-44 

6 

— 

6 

45-49 

10 

8 

18 

50-54 

13 

9 

22 

55-59 

18 

17 

35 

60-64 

26 

19 

45 

65-69 

42 

19 

61 

70-74 

48 

34 

82 

75-79 

35 

32 

67 

80-84 

30 

34 

64 

85-89 

14 

11 

25 

90-94 

3 

6 

9 

95  and  over  . . 

— 

1 

1 

All  ages 

264 

211 

475 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  309  persons  (172 
males  and  137  females)  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years  at  death, 
which  is  65.2%  of  the  total  of  475  deaths. 

Those  attaining  the  age  of  75  years  at  death  numbered  166 
(82  males  and  84  females)  which  is  35  % of  the  total  of  475  deaths. 

Those  attaining  the  age  of  80  years  at  death  numbered  99 
(47  males  and  52  females)  which  is  20.8  % of  the  total  of  475  deaths 


13 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


ry 


TABLE  VII  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1950. 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

21 

15 

20 

31 

23 

19 

30 

32 

Number  of  live 
births 

593 

571 

563 

628 

683 

699 

697 

743 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

35-4 

263 

35-5 

49-3 

33-7 

27-2 

43-0 

43-1 

During  the  year  21  infant  deaths  (12  males  and  9 females)  weie 
allocated  to  this  district  which  shows  an  increase  of  6 over  1956  bu 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  figures  for  the  five  previous 
years.  All  of  these  infants  were  of  legitimate  birth  with  the  exception 

of  one  male. 

Table  VI II  shows  these  deaths  allocated  to  their  various  causes 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  prematurity  at  birth  wasbyfarthe  greats 
single  cause  of  infant  mortality.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  2 o l e 
21  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  days  of  life  and  16  out  of  the 
21  had  occurred  under  the  age  of  4 weeks. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  this  district 
fort  with  31.0  for  the  Administrative 

County  of  Monmouthshire  and  23.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  undef 
one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for  1957,  by 
cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3 — 4 
weeks 

Total  under 
1 month  | 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths! 
under  1 
1 year  1 

Prematurity 

10 

10 

10 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 
Fibrocystic  disease  of 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

pancreas  . . 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Atelectasis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 

— 



1 

Congenital  heart  disease  . . 

1 

1 

All  Causes  . . 

12 

— 

1 

3 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 

21 

The  above  21  infant  deaths  included  12  males  and  9 females  and 
of  these  16(10  males  and  6 females)  died  in  hospital  and  5 (2  males 
and  3 females)  died  at  home. 

The  most  of  these  infant  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  month 
of  life  and  of  this  number  nearly  all  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Prematurity  at  birth  was  the  greatest  single  cause  of  post-natal 
death. 


TABLE  IX  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  Administrative  County  of  Monmouthshire 
and  Pontypool  Urban  District  since  1950. 


Year 

England 
and  Wales 

Monmouth- 

shire 

Pontypool 

U.D. 

1950 

29-8 

39-8 

43-1 

1951 

29-6 

43-1 

43  0 

1952 

27-6 

33-9 

27-2 

1953 

26-8 

32-6 

33-7 

1954 

25-5 

39-7 

49-3 

1955 

24-9 

33-9 

35-5 

1956 

23-7 

29-0 

26-3 

1957 

23-0 

310 

35-4 
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TABLE  X Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1957  on 
persons  belonging  to  this  district  and  the  causes  of  the 
deaths. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Result  of  accidental  falls  in  the  home 

2 

1 

3 

Coronary  thrombosis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Suicidal  deaths  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Acute  pancreatitis 

— 

1 

1 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  pneumoconiosis 

5 

— 

5 

Accidental  strangulation 

— 

1 

1 

Accidental  drowning 

1 

— 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  (Pedestrians) 

— 

2 

2 

Colliery  accident 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  aggravated  by  old  chest 
injury  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Railway  line  accident  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  asphyxia  due  to  drowning 
during  an  epileptic  fit 

— 

1 

1 

Lobar  pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  lung 

1 

— 

1 

Road  accident  (motor  cyclist) . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

20 

11 

31 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  notifications  of  notifiable  diseases  received  from  medical 
practitioners  during  the  year  are  analysed  in  table  XII  after  correct- 
ion for  diagnosis. 


DIPHTHERIA 

This  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  for  which  no  notification  of 
this  disease  has  been  received.  This  shows  what  remarkably  effective 
steps  have  been  taken  against  this  disease  by  medical  science  in  a 
relatively  short  period  of  time.  Reference  to  the  available  records 
for  this  district  shows  that  as  late  as  1939  there  were  48  notifications 
of  this  disease  in  the  Urban  District  and  6 deaths  were  assigned  to 
this  cause  during  the  same  year.  It  must  be  again  stressed  that 
parents  should  continue,  despite  the  infrequent  occurrence  of 
diphtheria  today,  to  have  their  children  adequately  protected 
against  this  condition  by  immunisation. 

Protective  immunisation  is  available  at  all  the  infant  welfare 
clinics  and  schools  in  the  district  as  well  as  through  the  agency  of 
the  family  doctors. 

TABLE  XI  Showing  the  number  of  immunisations  against 
diphtheria  done  in  the  Council’s  District  during  1957. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection 
(as  regards  A)  or  of  reinforc- 
ing injection  (as  regards  B) 


Under 

1 

yr. 

1-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

Total 

A. 

No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immuni- 
sation in  the  Council’s  District 
during  the  year  1957 

205 

72 

10 

287 

B. 

No.  of  children  who  received  a 
secondary  (reinforcing)  injection 
subsequent  to  primary  immuni- 
sation in  the  year  ended 
31. 12. ’57 

19 

65 

84 

17 


TABLE  XII  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1957,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Corrected  for  Diagnosis).  (Tuberculosis  excluded) 
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Disease 

>iphtheria 

Measles 

Icarlet  fever  . . 
Whooping  cough 
'uerperal  Pyrexia 
ic.  primary  and 
Influenzal  pneumc 
irysipelas 
?ood  Poisoning 
vleningococcal  Inf  eel 
typhoid 
’aratyphoid  . . 
Dysentery 

Dphthalmia  Neonatoi 
\cute  Encephalitis 
Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 
Non-paralytic 
Smallpox  . . 

Totals 

r; 
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MEASLES 


•N 


There  were  187  (89  males  and  98  females)  notifications  of 
measles  received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  338  notifications 
during  1956. 

No  death  was  assigned  to  this  cause. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

There  were  39  (20  males  and  19  females)  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever  received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  32  notifications 
in  1956.  No  death  was  assigned  to  this  cause. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  31  (12  males  and  19  females)  notifications  of  this 
disease  received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  49  notifications 
in  1956.  No  death  was  assigned  to  this  cause. 

ACUTE  PRIMARY  AND  INFLUENZAL  PNEUMONIA 

There  were  10  (4  males  and  6 females)  notifications  under  this 
heading  received  during  the  year.  There  were  9 deaths  assigned  to 
influenza. 


MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION 

There  were  2 notifications  (1  male  and  1 female)  of  this  disease 
dui  mg  the  year.  The  male  patient  was  over  65  years  and  recovered 
while  the  female  patient  in  the  5-10  year  age  group  died. 


DYSENTERY 

There  was  one  notification  of  dysentery  during  the  year. 


ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS 


There  was  one  notification  of  acute  encephalitis  of  the  post- 
infectious  type  during  the  year.  No  death  was  assigned  to  this  cause. 


POLIOMYELITIS 


Theie  were  3 cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis 
death  was  assigned  to  this  cause. 


notified  and 


one 


OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  diphtheria 
puerperal  pyreja a,  erysipelas,  food  poisoning,  typhoid  paratyphoid’ 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  or  smallpox.  P aiypnoia, 
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TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  small- 
pox carried  out  in  the  district  during  1957. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1 

yr. 

1 

yr. 

2-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15  + 
yrs. 

Total 

No.  vaccinated 

277 

6 

5 

11 

22 

321 

No.  re-vaccinated 

- 

- 

2 

3 

21 

26 

Total 

277 

6 

7 

14 

43 

347 

In  addition  there  were  8 primary  vaccinations  and  25  re-vaccin 
ations  done  for  persons  travelling  abroad. 
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TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
notified  yearly  since  1946  (corrected  for  diagnosis!.  Tuberculosis  excluded. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Clinic  facilities  provided  for  the  district  are  still 
housed  at  the  Park  Buildings,  Pontypool,  and  are  considered 
satisfactory  and  adequate  for  the  present  needs  of  the  area. 

The  Clinic  is  open  on  two  whole  days  each  week  on  Tuesday 
and  Thursday. 


Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  the  district  showed 
a continuing  decline  over  previous  years  and  numbered  8 males  and 
5 females.  There  were  2 deaths  assigned  to  this  cause  during  the  year 
and  referred  to  two  females  aged  29  years  and  57  years.  The  younger 
victim  had  been  formally  notified  several  years  ago  and  was  a long 
standing  infection  while  the  older  victim  had  not  been  formally 
notified  before  death. 

The  emergency  scheme  for  rehousing  operated  by  the  Council 
for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  are  in  need  of  urgent 
rehousing  was  utilised  during  the  year  and  three  families  were 
rehoused. 


Detailed  environmental  enquiries  were  made  at  the  homes  of 
the  newly  notified  cases  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  copies  of  these  reports  were  promptly  forwarded  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chest  Physician.  The  local 
Chest  Clinic  was  visited  almost  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  has  been  customary  for  several  years,  and  the  resulting 
liaison  cannot  be  other  than  beneficial  to  both  sides  as  well  as  to 
those  on  the  tuberculosis  register  in  the  district. 


Information  was  received  during  the  year  from  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service  of  the  result  of  surveys  carried  out  at  three 
factories  in  the  district.  The  results  of  these  surveys,  covering  some 
4,553  employees,  are  given  in  detail  elsewhere  in  this  report. 


There  is  now  a static  mass  radiography  unit  stationed  at 
Wrenford  Hall,  Commercial  Street,  Newport,  which  is  nine  miles 
away  and  offers  the  facility  of  such  a service  to  anyone  requiring  a 
chest  X-ray. 


The  times 
follows: — 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Friday 


of  opening  of  this  unit  for  the  general  public  are  as 

. . 10—12  a.m.  and  2—4  p.m. 

. . 10 — 12  a.m.  and  2 — 4 p.m.  also  5 — 7 p.m 
. ! . . 10—12  a.m.  and  2—4  p.m. 

. . 10—12  a.m.  and  2—4  p.m. 
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TABLE  XV  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1957,  analysed 
in  age  and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease. 
(Corrected  for  diagnosis.) 


Age 
groups 
in  yrs. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

1—  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  + 

1 

1 

” 

— 

Totals  . . 

8 

5 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

The  above  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  classified  by 
the  Chest  Physician  as  follows: — 

Males:— RA2,  RAb  RB2,  RA2,  RB2,  RBb  RA2,  and  RB^ 

Females:— RB 3,  RA2,  RA2,  RA2,  and  RAj. 

The  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a female  was 
unclassified. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  amongst  those  notified 
above. 


TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  remain- 
ing on  the  register  at  31.12.57. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

167 

19 

117 

30 

333 
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TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  monthly  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  for  the  year  1957.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis). 


Month  of  year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

January  . . 

1 

_ 

1 

February 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

March 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

April 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

May 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

June 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

July 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

August  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

September 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

October  . . 

— 

l 

— 

— 

l 

November 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

December 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

5 

— 

1 

14 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases  which  were  notified  within  this 
district  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  the  following  inward 
transfers  of  tuberculous  cases,  which  were  previously  formally 
notified  in  other  districts,  took  place. 

Females— Pulmonary 


4 

There  was  one  death  during  the  year  of  a young  female  person 
(29  years)  who  had  long-standing  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

There  was  also  a female  death  (57  years)  during  the  year  which 
was  certified  as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  although  no  formal 
notification  had  been  received  to  indicate  that  this  peison  was 
suffering  from  this  condition. 
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TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  occupations  at  the  time  of  notification 
of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1957. 


Males 

Females 

Occupation 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Total 

Glass  Worker 

1 





_ 

1 

Housewife 
Primary  school 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

child 

1 

— 

1 



2 

Student  Teacher  . . 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Steelworker 

1 

— 





1 

Labourer 
Grocer’s  Assistant 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— retired  . . 

1 

— 





1 

Hospital  Nurse  . . 
Grammar  school 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

pupil 

1 

— 





1 

Van  Driver 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

8 

— 

5 

1 

14 

The  death  rates  for  tuberculosis  for  1957  were  : 

(Rates  for  1956  in  parentheses) 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  — 0’05  per  1,000  pop.  (O' 16) 

(b)  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  — 0’05  per  1,000  pop.  (O’ 12) 

(c)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  — NIL  per  1,000  pop.  (0‘04) 

Tuberculosis  death  rates  for  England  and  Wales— 1957. 


xx/  i Thr  ,?eath  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  for  England  & 

Silenffoi  &Sain  m r 1957‘  ?eaths  nunibered  4,250,  giving  a death 
per  mtlhon  population,  12%  lower  than  in  1956.  Since 
1947  the  rate  has  fallen  by  79%.  For  comparison  the  national  rate 

mte^f  oUQ5at  ab°Ut  °'10  ^ 1,000  population  as  against  our  local 
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TABLE  XIX  Showing  the  new  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis as  distributed  to  the  various  wards  in  this 
Urban  District  for  1957. 


Wards 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Garndiffaith 

2 

2 

Abersychan 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pontnewynydd  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Wainfelin 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pontypool 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pontymoel 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Griffithstown 
New  Inn  and 

1 

2 

3 

Sebastopol 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  Wards  . . 

8 

5 

— 

1 

14 

TABLE  XX  Showing  the  admissions  to  and  discharges  from  institut- 
ions for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  1957. 


Institutions 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Chest  Unit,  Chepstow 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Cefn  Mably 

7 

4 

4 

4 

Gian  Ely  Hospital  . . 

2 

2 

2 

3 

Sully  Hospital 

2 

2 

2 

4 

South  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Talgarth 

— 

— 

1 

— 

North  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Denbigh 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pontypool  & District  Hospital 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Total  

14 

12 

10 

15 

In  addition,  admissions  have  been  made  to  and  dischai  ges  from 
St.  Woolos  Hospital,  Newport,  during  the  year  for  which  no  official 
notifications  have  been  received. 
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TABLE  XX  I Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1944.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 


s 
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TABLE  XXII  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  for  this  district  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

113 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

■41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

• 10 

1944 

1 -34 

•26 

•55 

•07 

1945 

1 -88 

•19 

•67 

■12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

-45 

05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

■16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

.02 

1952 

.90 

.17 

.21 

.09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

•12 

•02 

1954 

•55 

•07 

•12 

NIL 

1955 

•38 

•07 

-06 

NIL 

1956 

•36 

•02 

•12 

•04 

1957 

•32 

•03 

.05 

NIL 
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Mass  Radiography  Surveys  — 1957. 

The  detailed  results  of  the  three  mass  radiography  surveys 
carried  out  in  the  district  during  1957  were  as  follows: — 


(I) 

Messrs  British  Nylon  Spinners,  Ltd. 

Males 

Female  Total  Co^ftors 

Total  number  examined  . . 3,076 

801 

3,877 

12 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  169 

1 1 

180 

— 

(a) 

Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 
cases  requiring  further  in- 
vestigation . . . . . . 11 

2 

13 

(b) 

Other  abnormalities  of  the 

Chest  ..  ..  ..  158 

9 

167 

— 

Total 

. . 3 

,889 

(II) 

Messrs.  H.  G.  Stone  & Co.  Ltd. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  examined 

25 

250 

275 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases 

5 

2 

7 

(«) 

Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as  cases 

requiring  further  investigation. 

2 

1 

3 

(b) 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  Chest. 

3 

1 

4 

Total  . . 

275. 

(HI) 

Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros.  (South  Wales)  Ltd. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  number  examined 

329 

60 

389 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases 

7 

— 

7 

(a) 

Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as  cases 

C b ) 

requiring  further  investigation 



_ 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  Chest. . 

7 

— 

7 

Total  . . 

389. 

Grand  total  examined— 4,553  (3,442  males  , 

• 1,1 

1 1 females) 
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HOUSING 

Return  for  the  year  ending  31/12/’57 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (Old  clearance 

areas)  

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  (Section  11).. 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by 
owners  under  Section  11  and  still  in  force  . . 


5 

Nil 


(c)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: 

Closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  under 
Section  10(1)  and  11(2)  .. 


(d)  Repairs: 

(i)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
informal  notice 

(ii)  Public  Health  Act,  1936  - formal  notices  - 
defects  remedied  by  owners 

(iii)  Housing  Act,  1936  - formal  notices: 

(a)  Houses  made  fit  by  owners  . . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(e)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954: 

(Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use) 

(i)  Houses  for  temporary  occupation  (Section  6) 


30 

35 

128 

5 

1 

21 


This  Local  Authority  completed  95  dwellings  during  1957  to 
bring  the  total  of  Council-owned  houses  up  to  3,533. 

There  were  61  Council  houses  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  1957. 

The  Council  had  completed  2,051  post-war  houses  at  31.12.’57. 

1.  Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  on  31/12/’57. 

300  temporary  : 3,233  permanent  . . . . 3,533 


2.  Number  of  New  Dwellings  Completed  in  the 
District  During  1957: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  

(b)  By  private  enterprise 


95 

18 
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Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  in  course  of  erection 
on  31/1 2/’57  61 

4.  Number  of  private  enterprise  houses  in  course  of  erection 

on  31/12/’57  29 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  for  which  sanction  had  been  given 

but  which  had  not  been  commenced  on  31/1 2/’57  by 


Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949: 

Improvement  grants  under  the  above  Act 

(a)  Number  of  improvement  grants  during  1957  46 

(b)  Total  number  of  improvement  grants 

1949-1957  (inclusive)  . . ..  ..  ..  178 

(c)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  during  1957  £8,608 

(d)  Total  amount  of  improvement  grants 

1949-1957  (inclusive)  . . ..  ..  ..  £29,407 

Improvement  loans  under  the  above  Act 

(e)  Number  of  improvement  loans  during  1957  2 

(f)  Total  number  of  improvement  loans  1949- 

1957  (inclusive)  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

(g)  Amount  of  improvement  loans  during  1957  £271 

(h)  Total  amount  of  improvement  loans  1949- 

1957  (inclusive)  £1,601 


The  total  number  of  condemned  houses  (already  in  confirmed 
clearance  areas  or  under  demolition  or  closing  orders)  remaining 
in  the  distiict  at  the  end  of  1957  which  were  still  occupied  and  whose 
occupants  required  rehousing  were: — 121. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  factories  in  the 
district  and  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1957  in  connection 
with  the  above  Acts.  The  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 

TABLE  XXIII  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspec- 
tions thereof  for  1957. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

2 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

95 

54 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

8 

Total 

102 

67 

7 

— 

A number  of  factories  have  been  transferred  from  (1)  to  (2) 
this  year  as  they  were  found  to  have  some  form  of  power-driven 
equipment  which  put  them  in  the  category  of  a ‘ power  ’ factory. 
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TABLE  XXIV  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken  during  the  year. 


Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prose- 

cutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remediec 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

7 

3 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work) 

_ 

Total 

7 

3 

— 

— 

The  work  on  the  4 defective  sanitary  conveniences  shown  as 
not  remedied  above  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


PART  VIII  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 
OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Nine  out-workers  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  stuffed  toys. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

It  was  not  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  section  47  of  the  above 
Act  during  the  year  as  persuasion  produced  the  required  results  in 
appropriate  cases. 


Superannuation  Act,  1937-1953 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  carried  out  33  medical  examin- 
ations of  Council  employees  in  connection  with  Superannuation 
during  the  year.  The  difficulty  in  carrying  out  these  examinations 
must  be  again  stressed  having  regard  to  the  type  of  office  accom- 
modation afforded  to  this  Officer. 

Attendances  at  Conferences  during  1957 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  delegated  to  attend  the 
Conference  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  at  Folkestone  and  he 
wishes  to  offer  his  thanks  to  the  Council  for  this  privilege. 

Staff  and  accommodation 

Mr.  J.  M.  Williams  was  appointed  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  having  been 
previously  employed  as  a district  inspector  to  the  Hornchurch 
Urban  District. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  one  of  your  District  Inspectors, 
Mr.  K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  has,  during  the  year,  embarked  on  a smoke 
abatement  course  at  Cardiff  and  such  enthusiasm  on  his  part  is  to 
be  commended. 

The  office  accommodation  for  the  public  health  department 
had  not  been  improved  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  deiogatoiy 
remarks  in  this  respect  made  in  so  many  of  my  previous  annual 
reports  still  apply. 

I recommend  that  a junior  Clerk/typist  should  be  appointed  to 
the  public  health  department  to  help  with  the  increasing  volume  of 
clerical  work  and  also  to  enable  proper  attention  to  be  given  to 
registers  and  filing  maintenance.  This  junior  would  also  be  invaluable 
during  the  absence  of  the  senior  clerk  on  holiday  or  through  illness 
to  attend  to  office  routine,  telephone  and  callers. 

I am  very  appreciative  of  the  help  given  to  me  by  all  the  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  and  also  for  the 
fullest  co-operation  from  the  other  departments  of  the  Council. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


I am  indebted  to  H.  D.  Linton,  Esq.,  a.m.  inst.  w.e.,  a.m.  inst. 
c.e.,  Water  Engineer  to  the  Pontypool  and  District  Water  Company, 
who  are  the  statutory  water  undertakers  for  this  Urban  District, 
for  the  following  report  for  1957. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  last  year  was  734,732,000 
gallons  equal  to  an  average  daily  quantity  of  1,986,000  gallons. 
This  is  the  greatest  amount  ever  distributed  by  the  Company  and 
slightly  exceeds  that  of  1956  when  the  daily  average  was  1,964,000 
gallons.  Rainfall  during  the  year  was  average  although  a long,  dry 
spell  was  experienced  during  early  summer  but  the  Company’s 
reservoirs  did  not  fall  below  3ft.  10  ins.  from  overflow. 

All  eight  of  the  Company’s  filtration  and  treatment  stations 
were  in  use  during  the  year  and  for  about  10  months  they  were 
extended  to  their  maximum.  The  average  chlorine  dosage  was 
1.0  p.p.m.  Alumina  Ferric  was  used  as  and  when  required  at  an 
average  of  15  p.p.m. 

During  the  Spring  it  was  found  that  Navicula  Diatoms  were 
excessively  active  in  Cwmavon  Reservoir  causing  clogging  of  the 
pressure  filters  and  reducing  output  to  approximately  75%. 
Sterilisation  of  the  Reservoir  was  considered  but  the  Company’s 
Chemist  advised  against  this  as  he  thought  the  matter  would  settle 
naturally,  which  did  occur.  During  the  same  period  excessive  algae 
growth  was  experienced  at  Nantymailor  Reservoir.  Probably  both 
occurrences  were  caused  by  unusually  warm  weather  during  March. 

During  the  year  216  bacteriological  samples  were  analysed  by 
the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  G.  V.  James  and  a number  were  also 
analysed  by  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council.  In  addition 
2,500  samples  were  checked  by  the  Company’s  own  Chemist  for 
pH  and  residual  chlorine.  Chlorine  residual  tests  were  taken 
regularly  by  the  Operatives  at  the  treatment  stations  in  addition  to 
those  taken  by  the  Company’s  Chemist. 

Ten  samples  were  analysed  for  Chemical  Analysis  and  a high 
degree  of  organic  purity,  moderate  softness  and  no  action  on 
plumbing  metals  was  reported. 

Water  softening  of  the  Glyn  Pits  supply  was  carried  out  for 
4i  months  during  which  time  approximately  50,000,000  gallons 
were  dealt  with.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  the 
hardness  down  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  when  Penyrheol 
Reservoir  became  filled  with  hard  water  and  the  proportion  of  hard 
water  being  dealt  with  was  high  in  comparison  with  soft  waters 
I his  has  caused  some  comment  from  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
A modification  is  to  be  put  in  hand. 
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Distribution  throughout  the  Company’s  area  of  supply  has 
been  maintained  in  good  order  and  the  rate  of  leakage  has  been 
kept  low.  However,  there  are  outstanding  defects  on  Council 
properties. 

It  has  been  reported  that  some  Council  tenants  connect  the 
overflow  from  their  cisterns  by  a piece  of  rubber  hose  to  a nearby 
gully  to  avoid  the  nuisance  of  the  pouring  from  defective  ballvalves. 

1 am  of  the  opinion  that  this  practice  may  give  rise  to  pollution  and 
I look  to  your  co-operation  in  preventing  the  continuance  of  this 
unsatisfactory  practice. 

H.  D.  Linton 

PUBLIC  ANALYST’S  REPORT 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  Public  Analyst  to  the 
Council,  for  the  following  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  him 
on  behalf  of  the  Authority  during  the  year  ended  31/12/’57. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1957. 
The  work  which  has  been  done  is  best  considered  under  various 
section  headings  and  Acts  which  the  laboratory  helps  to  administer. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

During  the  year  a total  of  144  samples  were  examined  of  which 
1 10  were  informal  trial  samples,  the  balance  of  34  being  formal 
samples. 


Adulterated  Samples 

Three  samples  were  found  to  be  adulteiated,  this  being  2.1  % 
and  compares  favourably  with  other  parts  of  the  countiy. 

Milk 

Eighteen  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Public 
and  two  of  these  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  aveiage  com- 
position of  the  milk  samples  was  barely  satisfactory  since  the 
average  was  seriously  debased  by  inclusion  of  the  adulteiated 
samples.  The  actual  figures  are:— 

Fat  3.49%,  Solids  Not  Fat  8.44%,  Total  Solids  11.93%. 

The  legal  standard  for  solids  not  fat  is  8.50%  thus  the  effect 
of  the  addition  of  22.80%  and  27.30%  added  water  in  the  adulter- 
ated milks  is  easily  seen. 

The  remaining  126  samples  comprised  a wide  variety  of  foods 
and  medical  preparations  and  for  the  sake  of  brevity  they  have  been 
classified  as  follows: — 
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Dairy  Products  including  Tee  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies 

20  samples  of  butter,  cream,  condensed  milk,  ice  cream  and 
ice  lollies  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Fish  Products  and  Pastes 

12  samples  of  meat  and  fish  products  and  pastes  were  examined 
and  all  were  genuine  and  free  from  metallic  contamination  in  the 
case  of  canned  goods. 

Wines,  Spirits  and  Soft  Drink  Preparations 

6 samples  of  spirits  and  soft  drink  preparations  were  received 
and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereal  and  Farinaceous  Products 

15  samples  of  bread,  confectionery,  custard  powders  and  similar 
products  were  submitted  and  one  sample  of  bread  and  butter  was 
the  subject  of  an  adverse  report  because  of  adulteration  of  the 
butter. 


Jam,  Table  Jellies  and  Dried  Fruits 

5 samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  examined  and  all 
conformed  with  the  various  standards  of  purity,  etc. 

Spices,  Sauces  and  Vinegar 

13  samples  of  spices,  condiments,  sauces  and  vinegar  were 
received  during  the  year  and  all  were  of  good  quality. 

Sweets 

17  samples  of  sweets  were  examined  and  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  consumption. 


Drugs 

9 samples  of  drugs  were  submitted  and  8 of  these  either  con- 
formed with  the  declarations  on  the  label  or  with  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  remaining  sample  made  curative 
claims  on  the  label  but  there  was  no  statement  of  active  ingredients 
as  required  by  the  Pharmacy  or  Medicines  Act. 

Miscellaneous 

29  samples  of  unclassified  foods  including  fresh  apples,  snuff, 
flavouring  essences,  etc.,  were  received  and  these  were  all  genuine' 
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Water  Examination 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  regularly  made 
on  the  sources  of  water  supplied  to  the  Urban  District  and  a satis- 
factory standard  of  purity  is  maintained. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Samples  of  effluent  are  received  from  the  Ponthir  treatment 
plant  and  the  results  are  good,  the  recommended  standard  of  the 
Royal  Commission  in  Sewage  Disposal  being  maintained. 

I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Chief  Public  Health  Officer  and  their  staffs  for 
such  valuable  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


G.  V.  James 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I am  indebted  to  J.  M..  Williams,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
following  report  for  1957. 


Water 

The  general  supply  is  provided  by  the  Pontypool  Water  Under- 
taking from  various  deep  springs  and  wells  dotted  throughout  the 
area.  Some  upland  surface  water  and  pit  water  is  provided  from 
the  Race  Reservoir.  All  water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  and  has 
proved  thoroughly  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Some  86  samples  were  taken  and  only  one  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  On  immediate  resampling  this  also  was  satisfactory. 

These  figures  are  in  line  with  those  of  the  past  three  years  as 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

for  a 

for  a 

Chlorinated 

Chlorinated 

Total 

Year 

Supply 

Supply 

No.  of  Samples 

1949 

19 

13 

32 

1950 

50 

10 

60 

1951 

91 

10 

101 

1952 

70 

7 

77 

1953 

81 

3 

84 

1954 

85 

— 

85 

1955 

81 

1 

82 

1956 

89 

1 

90 

1957 

85 

1 

86 

T would  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Penyrhoel  area 
is  still  without  a proper  mains  supply  and  that  only  one  of  the  stand 
pipes  is  in  working  order. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  main  bulk  of  the  sewage  from  the  Urban  area  is  collected 
by  numerous  large  subsidiary  sewers  discharging  into  a trunk 
sewer,  which  roughly  follows  the  downward  flow  of  the  Avon 
Llwyd.  The  final  treatment  and  disposal  plant  is  situated  at  Ponthir 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Eastern  Valley  (Mon  ) Joint 
Sewerage  Board. 
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During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  the  banks  of  the 
Avon  Llwyd  and  its  tributaries  and  a picture  created  of  the  work 
still  to  be  carried  out  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  these  streams  with 
sewage. 

In  April,  1957,  about  550  yards  of  open  sewer  was  piped  at 
Panteg  and  the  result  is  satisfactory.  Work  has  also  been  completed 
on  the  branch  sewer  at  the  rear  of  the  Park  Cinema  and  this  also 
will  go  far  to  reduce  the  sewage  pollution  of  the  river. 

Even  so,  I feel  that  the  Council  should  be  made  aware  that 
much  work  is  still  to  be  done  in  this  respect,  both  regarding  sewers 
and  individual  house  drains,  and  it  is  hoped  in  due  course  to  present 
a report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  this  matter. 

Public  Conveniences 

It  can  only  be  reiterated  what  has  so  often  been  said  in  previous 
reports.  During  the  year  the  inadequacy  continued,  although 
towards  the  end  of  the  period  arrangements  were  under  way  for 
the  construction  of  a new  convenience  in  Griffithstown. 

Many  Local  Authorities  consider  it  sensible  in  this  day  and  age, 
in  the  cause  of  personal  hygiene,  to  provide  washing  facilities  free 
of  charge  at  all  these  premises,  but  the  amount  of  wanton  damage 
done— probably  by  a minority  of  irresponsibles— is  such  as  to 
render  unreasonable  any  recommendations  by  me  to  this  end. 


Swimming  Baths 

At  the  beginning  of  the  summer  three  baths  were  in  operation 
namely,  Griffithstown,  Pontnewynydd  and  British. 

The  water  was  regularly  sampled  for  Bacteriological  Analysis 
and  chlorine  content  and  some  difficulties  were  experienced  by  the 
Engineer  to  maintain  satisfactory  conditions.  As  a result  of  bad 
reports  and  poor  condition  of  the  bath  and  cubicles  it  was  decided 
to  close  the  British  bath  indefinitely.  Griffithstown  bath  gave 
comparatively  little  trouble  but  Pontnewynydd  was  constantly 
under  fire,  mainly,  I believe,  because  of  the  heavy  pollution  by  dust 
and  grass  cuttings  from  the  bank  on  the  side  of  the  pool.  If  these 
difficulties  are  going  to  be  avoided  then  I can  only  impress  upon  the 
Council  to  reconstruct  this  bank  and  relay  it  with  an  impel  vious 
surface  which  can  easily  be  kept  clean. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  the  Council  became  especially  interested  in 
atmospheric  pollution  as  a result  of  the  publication  by  Messrs. 
Pilkingtons  (South  Wales)  Ltd.,  of  figures  of  deposited  matter 
inside  the  boundary  of  their  works.  Instructions  were  given  for  the 
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installation  of  additional  instruments  throughout  the  area  and  this 
work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I feel,  however,  that  all  the  blame  for  any  local  pollution  does 
not  rest  entirely  on  industry.  The  domestic  fire  must  take  its  place 
amongst  the  offenders  and  it  is  important  to  note  that  in  this  Urban 
area  the  amount  of  smokeless  fuel  used  domestically  is  in  the  order 
of  5%  as  against  the  amount  of  bituminous  coal  used. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor 
and  is  based  on  twice  weekly  collection.  With  the  exception  of 
holiday  periods  this  standard  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 
The  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  T ranch, 
Upper  Race,  Varteg  Playing  Fields,  and  later  at  the  Ruffetts, 
Pontnewynydd.  Some  refuse  was  also  incinerated  at  the  Council 
Destructor. 

Some  thought  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  problem  of 
indiscriminate  dumping  of  household  refuse  and  trade  waste  which 
takes  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon  Llwyd  and  for  that  matter  on 
any  piece  of  open  ground.  It  is  all  the  more  difficult  to  understand 
why  people  should  literally  throw  all  the  waste  on  their  back  door 
steps,  when  it  is  realised  that  domestic  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly.  I have,  however,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  least  part 
of  the  problem  arises  as  a result  of  the  conglomeration  of  cardboard 
boxes,  bottomless  buckets,  handleless  baths,  rusted  oil-drums 
which  are  paraded  under  the  names  of  dust-bins.  1 am  of  the  opinion 
that  no  serious  and  lasting  impression  will  be  made  upon  this 
problem  until  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  is  fully 
administered  and  every  household  provided  with  a proper  metal 
bin  of  a specific  size,  with  two  handles  and  a tight-fitting  lid. 

Food  Inspection,  Etc. 

During  the  year  attention  was  given  to  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  all  types  of  food  premises.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not 
possible  to  spend  as  much  time  as  would  be  liked  on  this  aspect  of 
the  work.  Nevertheless,  some  improvements  have  been  achieved 
and  it  is  planned  for  more  vigorous  and  progressive  action  in  the 
near  future. 

A detailed  survey  was  carried  out  into  the  conditions  existing 
in  the  Public  Houses  in  the  area  and  a special  report  submitted  to 
the  Council. 

The  work  of  sampling  has  gone  on  as  usual,  with  vigorous 
supervision  by  your  Inspectors.  The  following  is  a Summary  of 
samples  taken : — 
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Milk 


(a)  For  Bacteriological  Analysis: 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 68  samples 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Past)  . . 47  samples 

Sterilised  Milk  . . . . 47  samples 

Total  ..  162  samples 


All  these  samples  were  found  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue, 
Phosphatase  and  Turbidity  Tests. 

6 samples  of  Churn  Rinsings  were  taken  from  the  Pasteurising 
Plant  in  Albion  Road,  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Analysis, 
with  the  following  results: — 

Satisfactory  . . . . 4 

Fairly  Satisfactory  . . 1 

Unsatisfactory  . . . . 1 

This  unsatisfactory  sample,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  certain  churns  were  not  used  for  some  time 
after  sterilization.  The  method  was  reorganised  and  has  since  given 
no  cause  for  complaint. 


(b)  For  Chemical  Analysis: 

16  samples  were  taken  for  fat  content,  etc.,  and  all  complied 
with  the  Statutory  Standards.  (These  figures  do  not  include  the 
Hot  Milk  samples  taken  in  cafes). 

11  of  these  samples  were  taken  under  the  “ Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,”  which  requires  a minimum  of  3%  fat  and  8.50/, 
S.N.  Fat.  The  average  of  samples  taken  was  as  follows:— 

3.4%  Fat  : 8.75  % Solids  Not  Fat. 

The  other  5 samples  were  of  Channel  Island  Milk  which  must 
have  a minimum  of  4%  Fat  and  the  average  was  as  follows:— 
4.04%  Fat  : 8.7%  Solids  Not  Fat. 


Ice  Cream 

(a)  For  Bacteriological  Analysis: 

More  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  than  since  1953  and 
all  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  tor 

bacteriological  analysis.  Difficulties  were  exceed  h^undl 
manufacturer  and  it  was  necessary  to  bring  him  before  the  Counci 
to  discuss  the  future  of  his  ice  cream  registration.  It  was  finally 
decided  that  he  should  be  given  another  chance  on  condition i tin 
he  improved  his  premises  and  standards  of  his  ice  cieam  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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> 

As  j 

a measure  of  comparison 

, the  following 

are  the  results 

samples 

Year 

taken  since 
Grade  I 

1949: 
Grade  II 

Grade  III  Grade  IV 

Total 

1949 

12 

4 

4 

17 

37 

1950 

34 

17 

7 

8 

66 

1951 

36 

12 

4 

3 

55 

1952 

24 

13 

— 

4 

41 

1953 

31 

17 

— 

5 

53 

1954 

28 

5 

— 

2 

35 

1955 

20 

4 

2 

1 

27 

1956 

15 

4 

1 

1 

21 

1957 

29 

11 

6 

5 

51 

(b)  For  Chemical  Analysis: 

13  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  fat  content  and  in  all 
cases  found  to  comply  with  the  required  Statutory  Standard  de- 
manded by  “The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953.” 

The  average  of  the  samples  was  as  follows: 

7.8%  Fat  : 36.1%  Total  Solids  : 0.8%  Ash  : 28.8%  Sugar  : Milk 

Solids  Not  Fat. 


Other  Food  and  Drugs  Samples 

Some  1 15  samples  of  other  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  during 
the  year.  Most  were  taken  either  because  there  were  Food  Standards 
Orders  applying  to  them  or  because  their  labels  make  some  special 
claims.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  as  follows: — 


Sample 

Number 

Article 

How 

Obtained 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Action 

Taken 

INF  14 

“ XL  ” 
Creme 
FI  unts 

Informally 

Labelling  offence 

After  considera- 
tion by  Council, 
Clerk  advised  no 
action  possible 

F.  28 

Hot 

Milk 

Formally 

19.1  parts  % 
added  water 

Warning  letter 
sent  to  cafe 
proprietor 

F.  29 

Hot 

Milk 

Formally 

27.3  parts  % 
added  water 

Warning  letter 
sent  to  cafe 
proprietor 
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Food  Complaint 

During  the  year  a number  of  complaints  were  received  and 
when  necessary  reported  to  the  Council.  Some  were  in  the  nature  of 
mould  growths  on  pies  and  the  like,  and  as  a result  of  one  of  these, 
action  was  taken  by  the  Clerk  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  date 
stamping  of  the  wrapper  on  meat  pies.  The  matter  is  being  taken 
up  by  the  Urban  District  Council  Association. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  complaints  brought  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  are  not  of  necessity  cases  for  formal  action. 
Each  complaint  is  taken  on  its  merit,  thoroughly  and  carefully 
investigated  and  action  determined  accordingly.  If  a complaint  is 
made  concerning  an  article  which  has  passed  through  several  hands 
or  has  been  in  possession  of  the  purchaser  for  some  considerable 
time,  it  is  not  always  easy,  if  at  all  possible,  to  allocate  the  blame  on 
the  vendor  or  manufacturer. 

Prosecutions 

One  prosecution  only  took  place  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  a sample  of  milk  taken  in  1956.  The  matter  was  placed  before 
the  Magistrates,  where  the  offender  pleaded  guilty  of  adding  water 
to  his  milk  and  was  fined  the  sum  of  £2. 

Unsound  Food 

The  following  foods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  condem- 
nation and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Meat  (From  Shops)  . . 

Tons 

Cwts. 

1 

Lbs. 

80 

Ozs 

2 

Fish 

- 

1 

24 

0 

Sausages 

- 

- 

24 

0 

Tinned  Meat  . . 

- 

12 

66 

12 

Tinned  Fish 

- 

- 

27 

0 

Tinned  Fruit  . . 

- 

2 

61 

2 

Tinned  Milk  . . 

- 

- 

26 

4 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

- 

3 

4 

14 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

- 

— 

107 

0 

Total 

1 

2 

85 

2 

This  unsound  food  was  disposed  of  in  the  Council’s  destructor. 
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MEAT 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  : Slaughterhouses  Act  1954 

The  two  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  continued  in  operation 
during  the  year  and,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  adequately 
meet  the  needs  of  the  butchers  using  them.  Some  meat,  however, 
comes  into  the  district  from  Slaughterhouses  outside  the  area. 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Number  Killed 

836 

5 

47 

8,794 

2,201 

11,883 

Number  Inspected 

828 

5 

47 

8,740 

2,183 

— 

11,803 

All  Diseases  Except 
T.B.  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 



4 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ  Condemned 

240 

1,175 

252 

1,667 

% Affected.  . 

29 

13.5 

11.5 

— 

14 

Tuberculosis 

Only: 

Whole  Carcase 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ 

22 

2 

8 

32 

% Affected.  . 

2.7 

40 

— 

— 

0.36 

— 

0.27 

Cysticercosis 

Only: 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ 

Carcase  treated  by 
Refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
Totally  Condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


During  the  year  the  Department  received  522  complaints. 
The  Inspectors’  Work  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises,  Food  Inspection  (Visits  Paid): 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . 17 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . • 34 

Cafes  . . . . . . . • • • ■ 17 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . 5 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . • • • • 10 

Fish  Shops  . . . . . • • • 9 

Food  Complaints  . . . . . . • • 25 

Food  and  Drugs  (Chemical  and  Bacteriological)  Samples  369 
Grocers’  Shops  . . . . . . • ■ • 80 

Greengrocers’  Shops  . . . . • ■ • • 12 

Ice  Cream  Dealers’  premises  . . . . . . 21 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’  Premises  . . . . 35 

Meat  Inspection  . . . . • • • • • • 238 

Mobile  Shops  (Food  Hawkers)  . . • • 1 

Pasteurizing  Plants  . . • • 4 

School  Canteens 

Slaughterhouses  . . - . • • • • • • 10 

Stalf  Canteens  . . . . • • • • • • 14 

Miscellaneous  Visits 
Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

Housing  (Visits  Paid): 

Drainage  of  Houses  . . ■ • • • • • 128 

Environmental  Enquiries  . . • • • • • • 40 

Overcrowding  Enquiries 

Sanitary  Fittings  . . • • • • • • • • 98 

Structural  Defects  • • ••  ••  ••  211 

Water  Supply  and  Pipes  ..  • • ••  ••  17 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

Rents  Act,  1957  ..  ••  ••  ••  2® 

1 275 

Remspections 
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General  Sanitation  (Visits  Paid): 

Accumulations 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Caravans 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Dustbins 
Fairgrounds 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Birds 
Piggeries 
Insect  Pests 
Public  House  Urinals 
Public  Conveniences 
Public  Houses 
Refuse  Tips 

Rodent  and  Vermin  Infestations 
Smoke  Complaints  and  Observations 
Unclean  Premises 
Water  Samples 
Well  Water  Supplies 
Watercourses 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Reinspections 

Infectious  Disease  Visits 
Factories  and  Outworkers  (Visits  Paid) 

Pets  Animals  Act 

Shops  Act  1950  (Number  of  Inspections) 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act  (Samples) 


22 

11 

49 

5 

229 

Nil 

8 

12 

3 

30 

84 

6 
124 

10 

34 

5 

24 

86 

3 

13 

86 

81 

37 

67 

1 

104 

3 


Total  . . . . 4,750 

The  visits  paid  represent  a sound  year’s  work,  but  it  may  be 
noted  that  the  Housing  visits  are  by  far  the  greater  in  number  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following: — 


Housing 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 
General  Sanitation 
Shops  Act  Inspections 
Factories  Act  Inspections 


2,139 

1,464 

825 

104 

67 


Disinfestation  of  Houses 

During  the  year  the  following  premises  were  sprayed  with 
liquid  insecticide  and  upon  reinspections  have  proved  to  be  free 
from  vermin  or  insect  pests. 

14  Dwelling  Houses  . . . . Bugs 

8 Dwelling  Houses  . . . . Cockroaches 

6 Dwelling  Houses  . . . . Ants  or  other  insect  pest 
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METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Parks,  Cemeteries  and 
Allotments  Superintendent,  Mr.  W.  R.  Dadge,  for  the  following 
information  which  was  recorded  during  1957  at  Panteg  Cemetery. 
The  following  table  summarises  these  records. 


Month 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May. . 
June. . 

July  . . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Number 
of  rain 
days  per 
month 

Highest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

Lowest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

6.33 

20 

53° 

29° 

7.85 

20 

51° 

26° 

6.22 

15 

63° 

30° 

0.06 

4 

67° 

34° 

2.68 

11 

74° 

32° 

1.24 

11 

92° 

38° 

5.38 

17 

89° 

45° 

4.41 

14 

82° 

44° 

7.59 

18 

69° 

39° 

3.83 

14 

65° 

34° 

2.90 

9 

54° 

26° 

3.85 

18 

65° 

21° 

Total  rainfall  for  1957  = 52.34  inches. 

Total  number  of  rain  days  for  the  year  = 171. 

The  rainfall  for  the  previous  years  was  as  follows:— 


1951 

59.85  inches 

1952  .. 

51.07  „ 

1953 

47.23  „ 

1954 

63.34  „ 

1955  . 

51.17  „ 

1956  . 

42.99  „ 

Highest  temperature  for  1957  . . 92°F 

Lowest  temperature  for  1957  . . 21  F 

Facilities  are  not  available  for  recording  sunshine  hours. 
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